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EU Programmes 
Guide
This EU Funds and Information publication 
is produced by the Northern and Western 
Regional Assembly. It is aimed at public 
and private sector entities, NGO’s and 
Communities to provide concise and up to 
date information on funding opportunities 
available through Competitive Programmes 
of the European Union. The period covered 
is the EU programming period 2021 – 2027.

The main objective of the guide is to provide 
an overview of how EU funding, and EU 
programmes operate. It describes the main 
Territorial Cooperation Programmes and 
other Programmes of interest for the NWRA 
region. It also outlines how to develop 
a project proposal and the application 
process. The guide is designed to support 
project development with information on 
forming project partnerships, monitoring 
calls for projects, developing strong 
applications and it provides tips and sources 
for further information and support. 

The guide will provide an understanding 
of the scope and role that EU Programmes 
play and help support your organisation to 
identify funding opportunities that match 
its work programmes and objectives. It 
provides details on the budgets available, 
thematic areas that support can be given 
for, indicative actions and details of calls for 
proposals. 

Cllr. David Collins
Cathaoirleach
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EU Funding – 
An Introduction
The EU through various programmes 
provides funding for a broad range of 
projects covering various areas, from 
regional development, enterprise, education, 
environment, tourism, employment research 
and the marine, among many others.

Significant grant support at rates of up to 
100% is available to Public Bodies, NGO’s, 
Third Level Colleges and Enterprises for 
qualifying projects. Most EU Programmes 
require projects to form and operate via an 
interregional partnership of actors from 3 or 
more member states. 

EU Programmes are financed directly from 
the EU’s budget. Many Programmes are 
administered via national government and 

government departments. However some 
are administered directly by the EU with 
funding awarded following a competitive 
call for proposals from eligible actors in 
members states. It is these competitive 
programmes that this guide is focusing 
upon. Successful applicants receive funding 
to implement an agreed work programme 
that contributes to the implementation 
of EU policy. All such projects must be 
operated on a transnational basis, meaning 
that partners from at least 3 members 
states must be involved. 
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The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) 
for the Northern and Western Region is the roadmap 
to deliver the long-term vision of how this region 
will grow, change and respond to key trends and 
opportunities in a way that gets the best outcomes 
and maximises the benefits across the region. It 
provides a framework for investment to better 
manage the sustainable growth of this region. This 
requires collaboration between local councils, central 
government, state bodies and regional stakeholders in 
the implementation of the RSES. 

The RSES recognises that the degree to which a 
region’s economy can grow depends on a variety of factors – including but not 
limited to – the ability to create an environment that supports and harnesses the 
potential of research and innovation. By creating new ideas, skills, technologies, 
efficiencies and commercial opportunities, a region’s research and innovation system 
plays a critical role in improving productivity levels, fostering competitiveness and 
creating and attracting high value jobs to regions.

Considering the performance of the Northern and Western Region’s economy in 
recent years, the provision of adequate resources for our region’s research and 
innovation capacity could not be more important. 

In our role as National Contact Point, we support business, researchers, local 
authorities and regional stakeholders form transnational partnerships to conduct 
cutting edge research in areas like circular economy, marine science, climate change, 
business & innovation, technology development and conservation. 

 

The Northern and 
Western Region

THE NORTHERN AND WESTERN REGIONAL 
ASSEMBLY IS NATIONAL CONTACT POINT 
FOR THREE INNOVATIVE EU PROGRAMMES:

 » Atlantic Area Programme

 » Northern Periphery and Arctic Programme 

 » Interreg Europe 

Sub Regions Map
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This year, the NWRA launched a new support network to assist Public Bodies, NGO’s, Third 
Level Colleges and Enterprises to avail of EU funding opportunities. Why not join by registering 
on our website. 

PURPOSE OF THE NETWORK IS:

 » Keep stakeholders updated on EU Funding 
Calls and Announcements

 » Support stakeholders to respond and apply to 
EU Funding Calls with informative and relevant 
webinars and workshops

 » Build the capacity of our stakeholders to be 
successful in securing EU funding and grants

 » The NWRA wish to improve the uptake and use 
of EU funds and programmes across its region. 
It will support its stakeholders with increased 
access and uptake of EU funding, promote 
greater  participation in EU projects, provide 
training and project development support and 
build productive international partnerships 
to benefit the region. In 2022, it launched its 
EU Funding Network. Through this network 
it provides capacity building, training and 
project support all stakeholders in the region to 
support them in EU project participation.
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Funding Priorities 
2021 - 2027
The focus of the 2021 – 2027 Programmes is shaped by the agreed EU Policy Priorities for that 
period. These are:

 » A SMARTER Europe – innovative and smart economic transformation.

 » A GREENER, low-carbon Europe

 » A more CONNECTED Europe – mobility and regional ICT connectivity

 » A more SOCIAL Europe – implementing the European Pillar of Social Rights

 » Europe CLOSER to citizens – sustainable and integrated development of urban, rural and 
coastal areas through local initiatives.

European Territorial Programmes such as Interreg will support all of the five objectives, 
however the primary focus will be on Policy Objectives 1, 2 and 5 (Smarter, Greener, Closer).

Smarter 
Europe

Greener, Carbon 
Free Europe

Europe Closer 
to Citizens

Social 
Europe

Connected 
Europe

A Safer and More Secure 
Europe

Better Cooperation 
Governance
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European Territorial 
Cooperation - 
Interreg
Interreg is the EU instrument to support 
cooperation across regions and countries 
with the aim of developing joint and shared 
solutions between countries and regions. 
Interreg provides funding for projects 
across 3 separate strands:

 » Between neighbouring countries or 
regions, known as CROSS BORDER  
co-operation

 » Between Member States, known as 
TRANSNATIONAL co-operation

 » Between Regions, known as 
INTERREGIONAL co-operation 

Interreg is designed to build networks of 
like-minded partners allowing regions to 
share their successes and experience with 
other territories and build new solutions to 
common challenges.

The 2021-2027, Interreg Programmes will 
support innovative solutions broadly in the 
areas of:

 » Climate action and environmental 
protection, 

 » Innovation in enterprise,

 » Improved public service delivery. 

Interreg Projects provide funds and support 
to test new solutions and approaches to 
common challenges and share existing 
expertise across the project partners. 
Therefore a large part of budgets go 
towards funding personnel costs where 
project staff are engaged on a transnational 
basis in developing, testing and refining 
solutions to regional challenges. Interreg 
is not designed to support large scale 
capital development, however it can invest 
in capital investment in a limited way to 
support the development and testing of the 
project solution. 

European 
Territorial 

Cooperation
INTERREG

Cross Border 
Cooperation 
(Interreg A) 

Transnational 
Cooperation 
(Interreg B)

Interregional 
Cooperation 
(Interreg C) 

1 2 3
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Programme Area
The programme covers the areas of:

 » All of the Republic of Ireland

 » All of Portugal

 » Northern / Southern Spain - País Vasco, Navarra, La Rioja, Cantabria, Principado de Asturias, 
Galicia, Andalucía, Islas Canarias

 » Western and Northern France - Bretagne, Normandie, Nouvelle-Aquitaine, Pays de la Loire 

Interreg - Atlantic Area

Interreg Atlantic Area
2021-2027

Elegible regions

Programme Priorities
INTERREG Atlantic Area promotes transnational cooperation among four Member States 
(Portugal, Spain, Ireland and France). The Programme strategy is based on supporting 3 
priorities:

1. P1 “Smarter”, in particular Blue Innovation and Competitiveness

2. P2 “Greener” in particular the Blue Environment and Circular Economy and:

3. P4 “Social” in particular Tourism as an economic driver. 

4. Interreg-specific. Objective (ISO) “Better Cooperation Governance for the Atlantic Area”
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Project Structure and Operations
Projects operate through a consortium of partners who can consist of any combination of 
actors who have an expertise within the subject matter of the project. 

Projects are led by a Lead Partner who have the responsibility for overall project management 
and coordination. 

The more successful projects involve a tripartite structure, where partners represent the Private 
sector, Educational and Research sector and relevant Public sector bodies. Ensuring a balanced 
geographical representation of partners from across the programme area is also seen as 
desirable from a project assessment point of view. 

Typical projects budgets range from €1.7m to €3.0m depending on number of partners and 
duration.  Projects normally last for between 2 to 3 years. 

Programme Budget
 » Programme Budget €113 Million ERDF funding

 » Co-financing rates 75% available

Beneficiaries
Participants come from a wide array of sectors and can include business support organisations, 
social enterprises, public authorities, education and training organisations, state and semi state 
bodies, local communities, civil society bodies, Universities and higher education Institutes and 
research bodies.

Programme Priorities and Specific Objectives



EU Funding Guide12

Project Examples

Project Objectives Budget & Partners

Safer Improve the innovation performance of the 
seafood sector by increasing technology 
adoption and transnational cooperation 
responding to the challenges faced by the 
sector.

 » Develop an organisational governance, 
innovation, services and tools to drive 
innovation in a fast-moving network 
of SMEs and third level and Applied 
Research Centres

 » Support technology adoption and 
collaboration within the seafood sector 
by using the innovation platform 

 » €1.8 million

 » 11 partners from 5 countries

 » Local Authorities

 » Semi state bodies

 » 3rd level Institutes

Irish Partners: 

 » ERNACT, 

 » Bord Iascaigh Mhara,

 » Údarás na Gaeltachta

 » Atlantic Technological 
University 

www.safer-atlantic.eu

Primrose The aquaculture sector on Europe’s 
Atlantic Area is negatively impacted by the 
effects of harmful blooms and microbial 
pathogens. The project aimed to strengthen 
risk management systems in order to 
grow, innovate and generate jobs in the 
aquaculture sector. 

 » Developed a transnational short to 
medium term risk forecast and a long 
term assessment of climate impact on 
harmful algal blooms and pathogens. 

 » Provided improved spatial resolution 
utilising new generation Sentinel data 
products for aquaculture production 
areas in Ireland, Scotland, England, 
Spain, Portugal and France. 

 » Implementation of a portal system 
using common best practice and 
methodologies and a joint front end. 

 » €2.79 million

 » Led by Marine Institute Ireland

 » 5 countries with 10 partners

 » Research bodies

 » Industry bodies

 » 3rd Leve Institutes

Irish Partners: 

 » Marine Institute

 » Indigo Rock Marine Research 
Station

www.shellfish-safety.eu
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Project Objectives Budget & Partners

SaeFuel SEAFUEL aimed to demonstrate the 
feasibility to power local transportation 
networks in isolated regions using fuels 
produced by the renewable energies 
available, such as solar, wind and marine 
particularly in isolated areas such as islands. 
SEAFUEL targeted regions where 30% 
of fuel consumption comes from local 
transportation. 

 » Developed Regional Innovation 
Strategies and pilot actions to 
demonstrate low carbon economy and 
efficient use of marine resources.

 » Develop an alternative fuels model for 
islands.

 » Enhanced the green growth and blue 
economy and paving the grounds for 
common renewable energy policies to 
promote clean and sustainable transport 
systems.

 » €3.64 million

 » 15 partners across 4 countries

 » 3rd Level Institutions

 » Energy Agencies

 » Local Authorities

 » Community 

 » NUI Galway

 » Aran Islands Energy 
Cooperative

www.seafuel.eu  

Tide TIDE project aimed to develop and market 
new types of historical maritime tourist 
cultural attractions, supported by new 
technologies and transnational collaboration 
tools to benefit the socio economic return 
from the unique stock of historical marine 
assets of the region.  Specific actions 
included:

 » Connect visitor centres to real 
underwater sites 

 » Create a richer visitor experience by 
introducing new technologies such 
as Virtual Reality; Developing and 
promoting historical niches that have 
left a cultural footprint across Atlantic 
regions

 » 1.84 million

 » 7 partners across 

 » 5 countries 

 » ERNACT

 » Donegal County Council

www.tide-atlantic.eu

Irish National Contact Point: Northern and Western Regional Assembly www.nwra.ie



EU Funding Guide14

The Interreg North-West Europe Programme fosters transnational cooperation to make North 
Western Europe a key economic player and an attractive place to work and live, with high levels 
of innovation, sustainability and cohesion.

Programme Area
The Programme covers all or parts of seven countries Belgium, France, Germany, Ireland, 
Luxembourg, The Netherlands and Switzerland.

The North West Europe 
Programme area in 
2021-2027(as of March 
2021)

Regions already present in 
2014-2020

New regians joining in 
2021-2027

Interreg North- West Europe
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Indicative Actions 
The Programme will support projects across the five priorities with nine specific objectives 
under these priority areas. Overall priority in terms of budget allocation will be towards Priority 
1 and 2.

Priority 1

Climate & 
Environment

Priority 3 
Circular 

Economy

Priority 2 
Energy 

Transition

Priority 4

Innovation & 
Resilience

Priority 5

Inclusive 
Society

 » Enhancing nature protection, biodiversity 
and reducing all forms of pollution.

 » Promoting climate change adaptation and 
disaster risk prevention resilience.

 » Promoting the transition to a circular and 
resource efficient economy.

 » Promoting energy efficiency and reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.

 » Promoting renewable energy.

 » Developing and enhancing research and 
innovation capacities and the uptake of 
advanced technologies.

 » Enhancing the effectiveness and 
inclusiveness of labour markets and access 
to quality employment through developing 
social infrastructure and promoting social 
economy.

 » Ensuring equal access to healthcare through 
developing infrastructure, including primary 
care, and promoting the transition from 
institutional to family and community-based 
care.

 » Enhancing the role of culture and sustainable 
tourism in economic development, social 
inclusion and social innovation.
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Programme Budget
Programme BUDGET €287 million ERDF Funding. Co-financing rates 60% available.

Examples of Previous Projects

Project Objectives Budget & Partners

BioBase4SME The BioBase4SME network, advises SMEs from across North-
West Europe on how to develop new ideas into marketable 
products. It helped Start-ups and SME to overcome 
technological and non-technological barriers to bring their 
innovation to market. 
The project delivered:
 » Free workshops and professional training Innovation 

Biocamps 

 » Innovation vouchers worth up to €100.000

 » €5.83 million
 » 7 partners from 4 

countries
 » Semi state bodies
 » 3rd level Institutes
 » Industry bodies

Irish Partner:

 » tcbb RESOURCE
www.nweurope.eu/
BioBase4SME

THREE C THREE C worked with the development and introduction 
of economically viable value chains based on charcoal raw 
materials from waste biomass in NWE region. The project 
was led by an interdisciplinary project team of universities, 
public institutions, business support and regional 
development agencies and experts in capacity building, 
investment and  marketing. The project delivered:
 » The development of high quality products and value 

chains based on charcoal raw materials in order to 
introduce a climate-friendly and sustainable Circular 
Carbon Economy.

 » €5.62 million

 » 12 partners across 
5 countries

Irish Partner:
 » Irish Bioenergy 

Association

www.threec.eu 

ECCO – 
Creating new 
Local Energy 
Community 
Co-operatives

To accelerate the growth of local Energy Community 
Co-Operatives (ECCOs), in effectiveness and promote 
establishment of new ones. 

 » The project brought ECCOs together and linking them 
up with relevant sources of knowledge from around 
NWE region to overcome the barriers faced. 

 » Providing evidence based results to policy makers to 
initiate and encourage new ECCOs.  

 » The project deigned and set up a transnationally 
connected Accelerator Network and organisational 
structure for ECCOs. 

 » €5.39 million
 » 10 partners across 

4 countries
 » 3rd Level 

Institutions
 » Energy Agencies
 » Local Authorities
 » Community 

Organisaitons
Irish Partner:
 » Munster 

Technological 
University

www.nweurope.eu/ECCO 

Food Heros Working with innovative food entrepreneurs on the 
reduction of food losses in the ‘neglected’ first parts of 
the food chain. This project examined and developed new 
approaches to dealing with food losses in 3 food sectors 
(fish, meat and fruit & vegetables). The aim is to prevent 
food being produced for human consumption to degrade in 
the food waste pyramid to a lower value level.

The core element was developing, testing and implementing 
15 innovative solutions, involving at least 120 SME’s with 
innovative technologies and added value solutions (f.i. 
energy and pharma). 

 » €5.7 million

 » 12 partners across 
5 countries

Irish Partner: 
Bord Iascaigh Mhara 
(BIM)
www.nweurope.eu/

foodheroes 

 

 

 

 



Northern and Western Regional Assembly 17

Interreg Northern Periphery and Arctic
This programme provides a framework for regions to work together with a focus on promoting 
sustainable development in remote and sparsely populated communities. Priorities for this 
Programme cover Innovation, Climate Adaption and Strengthening Organisational Capacity, 
with a number of sub objectives under each priority.

Programme Area 
In the EU Member States, the Programme area covers Northern and Eastern Finland, Northern 
and Western Regions of Ireland, and Northern Sweden. Outside the EU, the Faroe Islands, 
Greenland, Iceland, and Northern parts of Norway belong to the Programme area.
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Programme Objectives and Actions

Strengthening 
the innovation 

capacity for 
resilient and 

attractive NPA 
communities

Strengthening 
the capacity for 
climate change 

adaptation, 
and resource 

sufficiency in NPA 
communities

Strengthening the 
organisational 

capacity among 
NPA communities 

to make use of 
cooperation 

opportunities

21 3

 » Developing and 
enhancing research and 
innovation capacities and 
the uptake of advanced 
technologies

 » Reaping the benefits of 
digitisation for citizens, 
companies, research 
organisations and public 
authorities

 » Enhancing sustainable 
growth & competitiveness 
of SMEs and job creation 
in SMEs, including by 
productive investment

 » Promoting energy 
efficiency and reducing 
greenhouse gas 
emissions

 » Promoting climate 
change adaptation and 
disaster risk prevention, 
resilience, taking into 
account ecosystem 
based approaches

 » Promoting the 
transition to a circular 
and resource efficient 
economy

 » Enhance institutional 
capacity of public 
authorities and 
stakeholders to 
implement macro-
regional strategies and 
sea-basin strategies, as 
well as other territorial 
strategies.
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Indicative Projects 

Programme Budget
Total Programme budget is €43.7 ERDF with grant rates of 65% available.

Project Objectives Budget & Partners

Emergreen The objective was to test and build on 
approaches of community involvement 
to deliver more effective public services 
responding to real demand. The project 
focused its activities on:

 » The introduction of new emerging 
technologies in the provision of 
green type of public services such as 
marine litter and zero waste circular 
management, green growth advisory 
services, intelligent green participation 
and real time visualization of climate 
data. 

 » Tested the applications of new 
technologies including virtual reality, 
data visualization, gamification, drone 
technology and mobile participative 
tools. 

 » Piloted new business models for public 
services provision in remote areas 
based on a transnational platform of 
technology-led services to test the 
effectiveness of these new models. 

 » Budget €1.597m

 » 9 partners from 5 countries

Irish Partners:

 » ERNACT (Lead Partner)

 » Donegal County Council

 » NUI Galway 

www.emergreen.interreg-npa.eu

Spot-Lit Spot-lit is a three year project (2018-2022) 
that aims to grow the literary tourism 
sector in the Northern Periphery and Arctic 
region by supporting the organisations 
and businesses in this culturally-rich 
region to grow collaborate and better 
engage audiences together. The Vision of 
the project is “To grow entrepreneurship 
and SME reach beyond local markets by 
developing and marketing literary tourism 
products”.

 » Budget: €1.95m

 » 7 partners across 4 countries 

Irish Partner: 

 » Western Development 
Commission  

www.spot-lit.eu 
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Project Objectives Budget & Partners

Craft Reach Aimed to develop and test services to help 
quality craft businesses grow and prosper 
in peripheral areas by improving their 
business models and their premises, lifting 
the products onto the international market 
and use the businesses as focal points in 
the local community and as inspiration for 
young people. Specific actions included:

 » Business development supports to 
develop and incorporate stories into the 
businesses and their products building 
authenticity and provenance

 » Improving competitiveness and sales via 
marketing and promotional tools

 » Creating visitor experiences for the craft 
businesses to expand revenue, customer 
reach and engagement

 » Budget €1.64m

 » 8 partners across 8 countries

Irish Partners: 

 » Teagasc

W-Power W-POWER aimed for equal growth and  
increase in the contribution of women to 
regional economy in sparsely populated 
Northern and Arctic communities, as women 
leaving the North is a large challenge.

The project provided:

 » Transnational learning and capacity 
building possibilities, but also creating 
new business concepts and support 
mechanisms. 

 » Supported new female led start ups 
supporting them to grow and become 
sustainable through training and 
capability supports

 » Developed new tools for business 
advisory bodies for gender-sensitive 
coaching and diversity management.

 » Budget €1.69m

 » 8 partners from 6 countries

Irish Partner: 

 » WestBIC

www.w-power.interreg-npa.eu 
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Project Objectives Budget & Partners

Energy 
Pathfinder

Energy Pathfinder supported owners of 
historic buildings in the NPA region and in 
Europe, by building and demonstrating an 
on-line Toolkit, which enables the culturally 
and socially appropriate energy retrofit 
of historic buildings. The project drew on 
experiences from the application of co-
design processes (involving users and 
residents), from relevant retrofit measures 
and renewable energy installations, and 
from user-engagement and improved 
energy behaviour experiences. The project  
Toolkit developed and component actions 
will allow building owners to consider 
working towards Near Zero Energy (NZEB) 
standards.

 » Budget €1.060m

 » 6 partners from 5 countries

Irish Partner:

 » University College Cork 
(Cork Centre for Archiectural 
Education) 

 » NCE Insulation Cork Institute 
of Technology

www.energypathfinder.eu/ 

Ascent The ASCENT project worked with Local and 
Environmental Authorities to collectively 
address the environmental challenges facing 
the conservation and enhancement of Areas 
of Natural beauty in the partner regions. It 
developed management plans across the 
programme area to assist Local Authorities 
and other stakeholders to monitor these 
sites and implement innovative measures to 
ensure their economic and environmental 
sustainability. It examined how to use and 
manage the mountains and upland areas 
responsibly, new ways to deal with the sites, 
learn from other regions using a teacher 
learner principle, examine habitat damage 
and habitat restoration, and introduce 
appropriate site specific mitigation 
measures. 

 » Budget €1.659m

 » 5 partners from 5 countries

Irish Partner:

 » Donegal County Council

www.ascent-project.eu 

 

National Contact Point: Northern and Western Regional Assembly
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Interreg Europe
Interreg Europe is a trans European Progamme taking in all member states. It helps regional 
and local governments to develop and deliver better policy. By creating an environment 
and opportunities for sharing solutions, the programme aims to ensure that government 
investment, innovation and implementation efforts all lead to integrated and sustainable impact 
for people and place.

The programme has a budget of €379m to support local, regional and national actors across 
Europe to develop and deliver better policy. The programme encourages an environment for 
sharing solutions to regional development issues, such as exchange of good practices and 
policy learning among European regions in 29 countries - the EU27, Norway and Switzerland.

Programme Objectives and Actions
The programme contributes to all EU priorities and strives for better regional governance 
through capacity building.

Programme Participants
A wide range of actors are eligible to participate as partners in this programme. 

They include:

SMART
 » Research & innovation 

capacities
 » Digitisation
 » SME competitiveness
 » S3, industry and 

entrepreneurship
 » Digital connectivity

GREEN
 » Energy efficiency
 » Renewable energy
 » Smart energy systems
 » Climate change
 » Water management
 » Circular economy
 » Nature & biodiversity
 » Zero-carbon urban 

mobility

CITIZENS
 » Integrated urban 

development
 » Integrated non-urban 

development

GOVERNANCE
 » Policy governance

SOCIAL
 » Education
 » Social inclusion
 » Integration of third-

country nationals
 » Health care
 » Culture and 

sustainable tourism

CONNECTED
 » Sustainable TEN-T
 » Sustainable mobility

 » Local or Regional Authorities

 » State and semi state bodies

 » Business development agencies

 » NGO’s

 » Chambers of Commerce and Business / 
Industry Associations

 » Education and Research Institutions
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Project Objectives Budget & Partners

Digital Regions With the DIGITAL REGIONS project, eight European 
regions worked together to address a common 
challenge: how to best adapt innovation policies to 
support the manufacturing sector as a result of the 
emergence of Industry 4.0. The main objective of 
the DIGITAL REGIONS partnership was, by 2022, 
achieve a 15% increase of the number of SMEs 
from manufacturing sector cooperating with other 
innovation actors in the participant regions to 
implement I4.0 solutions as a result of improved 
innovation policies. “All partner regions have 
manufacturing as a smart specialisation priority. 

 » Budget €1.622m

 » 9 partners 

Irish Partner: 

 » ERNACT

www.
projects2014-2020.
interregeurope.eu/
digitalregions/ 

Devise DEVISE, or ‘Digital tech SMEs at the service of 
Regional Smart Specialisation Strategies’ project, 
aimed to give response to the current challenge that 
9 European regions are facing to unlock and exploit 
the potential that digital tech SMEs have as enabler 
for the competitiveness of other SMEs belonging to 
sectors included in their Regional Smart Specialisation 
Strategies. By 2021, DEVISE aimed to increase 
by 15% the number of digital tech SMEs enabling 
competitiveness in other strategic sectors through 
improved policy instruments  

The project piloted coordinated actions to foster the 
growth of digital SMEs providing innovative solutions 
that allow other sectors to be more competitive. 
In doing so, the project will followed an innovative 
intersectoral approach involving all the relevant 
stakeholders in the process of analysing the current 
context, learning from other EU regions and defining 
improved policies integrating the lessons learnt.

 » Budget €1.834m

 » 10 partners

Irish Partners: 

 » ERNACT

 » Northern and 
Western Regional 
Assembly 

www.
projects2014-2020.
interregeurope.eu/
devise/ 

Blue Green City BLUE GREEN CITY seeks to improve policies that 
promote Green and Blue Infrastructure (GBI) as an 
integral part of a local or regional natural heritage 
preservation strategy

 » Budget €1.35m

 » 8 partners

www.
projects2014-2020.
interregeurope.eu/
bluegreencity/ 

Irish National Contact Point: Northern and Western Regional Assembly www.nwra.ie and Southern Regional Assembly 
www.southernassembly.ie
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Sectoral Programmes

PEACE 
PLUS 

National Contact Point: 
Special EU Programmes Body (SEPUB)
www.seupb.eu/PEACEPLUS 

PEACEPLUS is a new European Union funding programme designed to 
support peace and prosperity across Northern Ireland and the border counties 
of Ireland, building upon the work of the previous PEACE and INTERREG 
Programmes. The design reflects the importance of peace-building activity, but 
also the importance of actions that will contribute positively to the economy, 
building prosperity and adjusting to the new environment and challenges we 
face. The Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) is responsible for managing 
PEACEPLUS.

Budget 2021 – 
2027:
 » €1.1billion

URBACT
National Contact Point: 
Eastern and Midlands Regional Assembly
www.urbact.eu/ireland

URBACT is the European Territorial Cooperation programme aiming to foster 
sustainable integrated urban development in cities across Europe. URBACT’s 
enables cities to work together and develop integrated solutions to common 
urban challenges, by networking, learning from one another’s experiences, 
drawing lessons and identifying good practices to improve urban policies.

Budget 2021 – 
2027:
 » €103 million

Programme 
expected to open 
early 2023 

CREATIVE 
EUROPE

National Contact Point: 
www. creativeeuropeireland.eu

Creative Europe invests in actions that reinforce cultural diversity and respond 
to the needs and challenges of the cultural and creative sectors.

The main objectives of the programme are to safeguard, develop and promote 
European cultural and linguistic diversity and heritage

increase the competitiveness and economic potential of the cultural and 
creative sectors, in particular the audiovisual sector. The programme will 
contribute to the recovery of these sectors, reinforcing their efforts to become 
more inclusive, more digital and environmentally more sustainable.

The Creative Europe programme is divided in 3 strands.

• CULTURE – Enhancing artistic and cultural cooperation

• MEDIA- Competitiveness, innovation and sustainability of audiovisual sector

• CROSS SECTORAL – Collaboration across audio-visual and cultural sectors.

Budget: 

 » €2.44 billion

Other Cooperation 
Programmes
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Sectoral Programmes

ESPON
National Contact Point: 
National Institute for Regional and Spatial Analysis (NIRSA)
www.espon.eu/participate/espon-your-country/ireland

The ESPON cooperation programme produces a pan-European research by 
providing scientific information to public authorities and actors at all levels 
through territorial research and analysis. 

ESPON’s 2020 overarching objective is to support the development of regions 
in line with the EU Cohesion Policy as well as national development policies 
making sure the cities and regions across Europe are well informed.

Budget: 

 » €48m 

LIFE
National Contact Point: 
Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications
www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e5e8-life-programme

The 2021 - 2027 LIFE programme covers the following areas:

• Protect Europe’s nature by halting and reversing biodiversity decline. 

• Enhance the circular economy through new technologies and solutions. 

• Protect, restore and improve the environment and as a result, people’s life 
quality. 

• Cut greenhouse gas emissions, increase climate change resilience and boost 
awareness of climate change mitigation. 

• Accelerate the clean energy transition through a greater uptake of energy 
efficiency and renewable energy solutions.

Budget: 

 » €.54 billion

HORIZON 
EUROPE

National Contact Point: 
www.cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon-europe_en

Horizon Europe is the EU’s ambitious research and innovation programme for 
2021-2027, with a budget of over € 100 billion. 

Budget: 

 » €95.5 billion

INNOVATION 
FUND

National Contact Point: 
wwww.cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/innovation-fund_en 

The Innovation Fund programme contributing to greenhouse gas (GHG) 
reduction. The programme aims to support projects that deploy highly innovative 
technologies, processes, business models or products/services, are sufficiently 
mature and have a potential to significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Budget: 

 » €1.8 billion

URBAN 
INNOVATIVE 
ACTIONS

National Contact Point: 
www.uia-initiative.eu/en 

Urban Innovative Actions (UIA) provides urban areas throughout Europe with 
resources to test new and unproven solutions to address urban challenges. It 
provides funds to test innovative solutions across many challenges facing urban 
areas such as Air Quality, Circular Economy, Demographic Change, Cultural 
Heritage, Poverty and Security, Sustainability etc

Budget:

 » €400m approx
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Applying to EU 
Programmes
Applications for EU funding are made directly to the Programme. Most programmes operate 
on a call for projects basis, whereby programmes issues periodic calls for projects with defined 
open and close dates. Calls for projects may cover all of the thematic objectives of that 
Programme or can be specific i.e. seek only projects involved with a specific objective such as 
Climate Change Actions. 

This section explains the main steps in the application process for EU programmes and gives 
tips to ensure that strong applications are submitted. 

Application Pre-Requisites
It is important to understand that making an application to any EU Programme takes 
substantial time and investment. Even before a call is issued, it is desirable for applicants to 
have some preparatory steps completed. Doing so will greatly increase your chances of having 
a strong application with a well-defined project and action and delivery plan. 

In so far as possible applicants should in advance of any project call complete the steps in the 
table below:

Pre-Application Step Benefits

Develop scope and outline of 
your project to define main 
objectives, work steams and 
expected impacts / benefits

 » Make partner search and selection easier

 » Ensure project can fit within an identified funding stream or 
programme

Identify suitable funding 
programmes

 » Ensure your project concept fits within the programme

Register with Programmes 
websites

 » Register with relevant EU funding programmes to receive 
updates on status and where applicable post your project idea 
on their partner search facility

 » Allows you to monitor and know when calls for projects are 
issued

Start Building your Network

 » Commence building your potential project partnership early so 
that you will have established relationships with partners once 
a call opens. Building project networks takes time and work to 
find the right partners to work with.

 » Use National Contact Points, Programme websites and partner 
search facilities to help you with this. 
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Making an Application
Once a call is announced, applicants are given a period of time to submit their application.
This can range from 3 to 6 months. 

The timing of calls for proposals can be monitored by registering for updates from the various 
programme websites.

Applications are made via an online portal. The portal contains the online application for, and 
facility to upload supporting documentation. It provides checklists and instructions to ensure a 
full application can be submitted. The portal will remain open for the period of the call and your 
progress will be saved as you enter data. 

Applications are lengthy and require great care to ensure that your project can be described 
and presented in detail and within the boundaries of the theme of the call.

While applications forms and processes may differ slightly from programme to programme, in 
the main they all require the same information and details. In general an application will have 
the following structure:

Section Details Required

Project Overview

 » Name of Project

 » Project Acronym

 » Short Description of aims, objectives, rationale and expected 
impacts of project

Project Partnership

 » Name, address, contacts of each partner

 » Legal Entity confirmation to confirm eligibility as partner

 » Areas of expertise and competence

 » Previous experience in EU projects and programmes

 » Role they will fulfil in project

Detailed Project Description

 » Rationale for the project

 » Detailed aims and objectives

 » Definition of the problem to be addressed and evidence of the 
scale / extent of the problem

 » Details of the proposed solution the project will develop

 » How this solution is new / unique / novel /appropriate to the 
project area

 » Why the proposed solution is the preferred choice

Work Programme

 » The programme of work that the project will undertake, divided 
out over a number of specific task based work packages. 

 » Provide details of all activities, tasks, inputs per work package 
and the expected outcomes

 » Describe interdependencies between each work package

 » Describe the role of each partner within each work package

 » Detail the resources that will be used – time, costs, expertise
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Section Details Required

Impacts and Benefits

 » The programme of work that the project will undertake, divided 
out over a number of specific task based work packages. 

 » Provide details of all activities, tasks, inputs per work package 
and the expected outcomes

 » Describe interdependencies between each work package

 » Describe the role of each partner within each work package

 » Detail the resources that will be used – time, costs, expertise

Impacts and Benefits

 » Statement of the expected impacts and benefits the project will 
develop and how these contribute to Programme and EU policy 
and objectives

 » How the impacts / solution developed can be replicated or 
transferred across and outside the Programme area

Communications

 » A detailed plan that sets out the communications, information 
and dissemination of project activity and results and how this 
will happen

 » Description of the tools and methods the project will use to 
monitor and evaluate its activities

Budgets
 » Details year by year budget, broken down by individual 

work package and by partner
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Supporting Documentation
A range of supporting documentation may be required to support your application. This can 
vary from programme to programme and applicants should familiarise themselves with each 
programme requirement. In general it will at least include the following:

 » Project Partner Legal Status Forms

 » Declaration of Co-Financing by each Partner

 » Declaration of VAT status per Partner

 » Official signatory and stamp on application form

Note that where an applicant uploads documentation that is not officially asked for in the 
applications, for example, brochures, reports etc, these will be disregarded in the assessment 
process. 

Potential Pitfalls
Key pitfalls to be aware of in applying for EU projects:

 » Underestimating the time taken to put in place a reliable and relevant partnership for the 
project, that has the right mix of expertise, experience and geographical balance for the 
project

 » Underestimating the time taken for all partners to agree to a project concept and action 
plan. While a project may be entirely rational for one member state, cultural, organisational 
and business practices may make aspects of it unworkable or unfeasible in other member 
states. Applicants should give adequate time to ensure the project is totally compatible 
with each partner and their region

 » Ensure that all sections of the application form are completed and completed well in 
advance the deadline. 

 » The budget should be prepared and agreed well in advance so that each partner is aware 
of their co-financing requirement and completes the co-financing declaration before the 
application deadline.

 » Give plenty of time for partners to get official agreement for participation in the project 
within their own organisation. Experience has shown that it can take up to two months in 
cases for partners to official sanction their participation. Until such time, they cannot sign 
their partner declarations. 
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Developing a 
Project
Formulate Your Proposal Idea
It is best to think of the project idea in terms of a Problem – Solution response. Using key 
questions map out your idea to understand and identify how if it fits with the policy objectives 
and indicative actions for particular EU Programmes and funds. 

Key Questions

From your 
Local / 

Regional 
Perspective

From an EU
Perspective

What problem are you trying to solve?  

Is it a local or Regional problem only?

Are there current solutions available you can 
use or adopt?

Why are current solutions if available not 
suitable? 

What are the gaps?

Is there a national or regional support or 
solution available?

YES        NO

YES        NO

YES        NO

YES        NO

YES        NO

YES        NO

Is it an EU or EU region wide problem?

Are there current solutions available you can 
use or adopt?

Why are current solutions if available not 
suitable? 

What is the scale or extent of the problem?

How would you region benefit from working 
on a transnational basis to develop a shared 
solution?

What can my organisation offer to potential 
EU partners?

Is there a suitable EU Programme that we can 
work with?

YES        NO

YES        NO

YES        NO

YES        NO

YES        NO

YES        NO

YES        NO
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Develop a Project Concept
Familiarise yourself with EU policy priorities for 2021 – 2027 and in particular the priorities that 
your targeted EU programme has chosen to address. You will need to address these in your 
application.

The results of your project should create an impact at EU level or beyond. This can include 
wider long-term effects on society, economic growth, job creation, or environment for example. 
Quantify the impact of your proposal wherever possible and specify target groups that will 
benefit. Articulate what you plan to do to maximise the impact of your proposal regarding 
dissemination, implementation and communication activities. 

Use your National Contact Point to support you in partner search, review your draft proposal 
and get advice on its development.

Key points to consider when developing your project 
idea and plan:

 » Clearly state the problem, a single large problem it possible

 » What is the ideal solution?

 » Step by step approach to developing / testing / mainstreaming the 
solution – the methodology, the resources required etc

 » What will be the benefits – quantify in understandable terms e.g. 
reduction in CHG etc. measurable verifiable and achievable 

 » Make sure the project is within the scope of an EU Programme

 » Are their previous projects or solutions that this project can build 
upon the results of

 » Outline very clear aims and objectives

 » Explain how our proposal is unique and how it builds on any existing 
or similar research, products, or processes

 » Describe what is unique or innovative
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Transnational projects typically lead to time-saving, innovative or improved solutions and 
methodologies which save resources and increase efficiency. 

What Makes A Good Partnership
A European cooperation project is based around the essential element of the Partnership.  
The constitution of the partnership, the role and expertise of each partner and the geographical 
and sectoral spread of the partners are all examined at assessment stage. 

Developing a working and solid partnership enables lasting partnership relations to be made 
and contribute to continuous participation in EU funded initiatives.

Project partnerships should be built around key criteria: Complementarity, Common goals, 
Definition of expertise and roles and Inclusion of all relevant actors.

Developing 
a Project 
Partnership

2

3

4

Complementarity
The effectiveness of the project partnership lies in the complementarity of its know-
how and the diversity of its members. This interdependence makes it possible to learn 
from a wide range of experiences and knowledge and develop innovative solutions to 
the challenge at hand. It is the role predominately of the Lead Partner to mobilise other 
partners around a common project. The Lead Partner should evaluate the needs of the 
project, the skillsets and expertise required and approach potential partners with that 
in mind. 

Common Goal
The common goal is the essence of the partnership and the project. Early preliminary 
meetings enables the partners to share their respective interests, to identify a common 
interest and to identify a common challenge and prospective solutions. 

Definition Of Expertise and Roles 
To build a sustainable partnership, partners can compare their skills, expertise and 
knowledge and their contribution to the project. This crucial step leads to a clear and 
balanced division of roles, allowing the partners that are best placed via experience and 
expertise to engage in the most appropriate role. In this way, each partner is aware of 
its obligations and its level of involvement within the project.

Inclusion of all Actors
The partnership model should in so far as possible include representation from across 
the geographic region covered by the programme and include partners from relevant 
public sector bodies, 3rd level / research institutes and the private and or NGO sector. 
This ensures that partnership components include all relevant interest groups and 
stakeholders in the solution development. 

1
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Eligible Organisations
 » Local and Regional Authorities

 » Universities and 3rd level Institutions

 » Research Centres

 » SME’s (Generally SMEs cannot be a lead partner)

 » Industry and Sectoral interest groups

 » NGOs and Community Bodies

 » State and Semi State bodies

Finding Partners
There are a number of ways to find partners for your EU project. Many organisations will have 
previously participated in projects and will therefore be already involved in EU networks.  
If so these are a good place to start by using your existing EU partner network.

 » Using your National Contact Point for the Programme in Ireland 

 » Attend virtual or live networking events and conferences organised by the Northern and 
Western Regional Assembly

 » Post your project idea directly onto the repository of projects of the various Interreg 
Programmes

 » Ask local partners in your area for contacts and suggestions
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NWRA EU Funding Network Objectives
 » Keep stakeholders updated on EU Funding Calls and Announcements

 » Support stakeholders to respond and apply to EU Funding Calls with informative and 
relevant webinars and workshops

 » Build the capacity of our stakeholders to be successful in securing EU funding and 
grants

Who Is It For?
This network is designed to support organisations who are eligible to participate in EU 
funded projects and programmes. Such organisations are Local Authorities, Public Bodies, 
NGO’s, Third Level Colleges, Industry Bodies such as Chambers of Commerce, and in 
certain cases Private Enterprises.

How do I join
Simply log into www.nwra.ie or join our newsletter

First step… 
Join the EU Funding 
Network hosted by 
the NWRA
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NWRA EU Funding 
Network Objectives
 » Keep stakeholders updated on EU Funding 

Calls and Announcements

 » Support stakeholders to respond and apply 
to EU Funding Calls with informative and 
relevant webinars and workshops

 » Build the capacity of our stakeholders to 
be successful in securing EU funding and 
grants



Contact
The Square

Ballaghaderreen

Co Roscommon

Ireland

F45 W674

Phone: 00 353 (0) 94 986 2970

Email: info@nwra.ie


